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FACT SHEET #1

BENEFITS, PROCESSES AND PLANNING IMPACTS

Why make the Mount Lofty Ranges a
UNESCO World Heritage area?
UNESCO World Heritage listing of the agricultural landscapes of
the Mount Lofty Ranges would put our region on the world
stage for the long-term benefit of our food, wine and tourism
industries. It would celebrate our diverse and dynamic agricultural
landscapes and underpin the state’s aims to create more jobs
in innovative manufacturing enterprise and premium food and
wine from our clean environment.

What are our chances of success?
South Australia’s utopian origins were shaped by some of the
greatest thinkers of the colonisation era. Colonial entrepreneur
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, free market economist John Stuart Mill
and philosopher Jeremy Bentham all had a say in the founding of
the state. Heritage experts have confirmed that the international
significance of our role in world colonisation history meets
UNESCO criteria. Other values, such as Aboriginal culture, geology,
ecological and cultural diversity, agricultural and viticultural
production, adaption, innovation, tourism, recreation and
aesthetics also underpin the national and global significance of
the contemporary landscape.1

What are the benefits of UNESCO
World Heritage listing?
Ongoing studies show that UNESCO listing can bring instant global
profile, open up premium and high value niche markets, stimulate
business innovation and attract international investment. In
the case of an agricultural landscape, the management of a
UNESCO listed site can underpin ‘smart’ farming practices,
create agribusiness and agritourism catalyst effects, strengthen
resilience in the face of drought and fire risk, and attract
investment to regional infrastructure. However,the benefits are
not guaranteed, as the motivation and management behind
the listing matter. According to a UNESCO report ‘those sites
that go through a detailed process of consultation and strategy
development looking at what World Heritage status will mean for
their communities and economy tend to be the sites that go onto
to deliver these impacts.’ 2
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What is the nomination process?
The bid is currently being progressed by a consortium of six
councils in partnership with Regional Development Australia
Barossa and the University of Adelaide. The process comprises
two stages: inclusion on Australia’s National Heritage list followed
by a bid for World Heritage listing. Our bid process has a core
ambition to promote collaboration between all tiers of government
and the private sector to deliver real and lasting economic,
cultural and environmental benefits to the region.

What are the boundaries of the proposed
World Heritage site?
The boundaries of the proposed site will be determined in
consultation with local property owners, state and federal
government agencies and heritage experts. The site could
eventually be one large continuous area, or a series of smaller
linked locations across the region that best demonstrate the
agricultural and historical values being listed.

How will UNESCO listing affect
development in the region?
World Heritage listing for a working, evolving agricultural
landscape is pro-development and pro-business. It is a progrowth strategy for a productive landscape that enables farmers,
food and beverage processors and tourist businesses to market
the region and add value to its produce. It is not ‘heritage listing’
in the traditional sense and does not freeze the landscape in a
moment in time. Producers can still shift crops, change practices,
build new buildings and take down old ones subject to obtaining
approval from the relevant local or state government authority.

Would UNESCO listing duplicate existing
character preservation legislation
and proposed environment and food
production area legislation?
National and World Heritage listing will complement and enhance,
not duplicate the state’s planning legislation and character
preservation legislation. Including landscapes in a preservation
area does not drive investment or make primary production viable.
It simply creates an area where residential development can’t take
place. UNESCO recognition will provide the economic driver and
global branding opportunities for producers,
landowners and business operators to invest, innovate and
generate employment.3

Will listing add another layer of ‘red tape’
to planning processes?
The state’s planning legislation and character preservation
legislation currently protects the agricultural and character
values of our productive landscapes through an urban boundary,
rural zoning, local development controls and imminent
environment and food production legislation. It is unlikely that
National Heritage listing or World Heritage listing would impose
any additional controls or approval requirements, as projects
that might impact on the national or world heritage values (such
as a large scale housing development) will already be contrary
to the existing and currently proposed state planning legislation
and local planning rules. We note also that it is likely that referred
decisions under the Commonwealth Environment and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 will be delegated to the state government
in the near future.4

How does the Mount Lofty Ranges bid
relate to the state government’s proposed
planning reforms?
If our bid for UNESCO listing is successful local councils or the
relevant state authority would continue to make decisions
under existing development policies on the vast majority of
development applications. Councils in the bid consortium are
already working to improve policy to create investment and
employment opportunities. These initiatives, in conjunction
with proposed state government planning reforms, are creating
a positive policy framework that aims to encourage diversity
and good design outcomes while also recognising community,
industry and business needs. UNESCO listing and the associated
management framework would reinforce this policy agenda and
allow for the ongoing reform of planning controls to support the
agriculture and tourism values and remove ‘red tape’ that might
unnecessarily restrict enterprise in the region.

Who benefits?
While UNESCO listing is not a guaranteed panacea to all the
challenges facing our region, it does offer the potential of being
a ‘rising tide that lifts all boats’. UNESCO recognition is, quite
simply, the biggest branding opportunity the greater Adelaide
region will ever have, as the economic projections show that 50%
of the economic benefit of UNESCO listing would go to Adelaide
CBD businesses involved in the food, wine and tourism sectors5.
If industry and government fail to take up the idea, it is likely to
represent a lost opportunity for the state’s important food, wine
and tourism sectors. Failure to underpin and enhance the multiple
values provided by Adelaide’s agricultural hinterland through all
available means will only augment the ongoing threats to our
region’s long-term sustainability.
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